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Greetings from this the 4th edition of the SA croquet newsletter.
We hope you have enjoyed, andwill continue to enjoy the bits and pieces we put together with your generous input and photos.  Winter appears to have 
slowly put in an appearanceÏ {k^|s|q ®rkªk µszz fk ^ p^sª ^{~¯|® ~p µkzz ik«kª´ki êi~µ| ®s{kë p~ª gª~©¯k® {^zzk®«Ï {~«® r^´s|q i~|k ^ z~® ~p r^ªi µ~ªy ®his
season åa season which has been jam packed full of events and club days filled to the brim.  No doubt any hint of sunshine during the winter months will fill 
the lawns at a rate of knots.  SACA is in the process of getting quotes for a new stock of handicap cards åwatch this space, wewill keep you updated.   Much 
r^« r^§§k|ki «s|gk ~¯ª -kgk{fkª ìÀÂ kis®s~|Ï µs®r N" gª~©¯k® ´s«s®s|q P^«{^|s^ ®~ g~{§k®k s| ®rk B§k|«r^µ Nrskzi Ý®rk ®~§ Æ 5C playing countries in the 
world), the WCF having almost completed the revised Gender Policy å·~¯ {^· ªkg^zz ®rk À¾ÀÁ W~{k|í« W~ªzi 5+ +r^{§s~|«rs§ rsqrzsghted the need for 
a more robust policy and have had their hands full reviewing and amending where necessary matters of discipline and acceptable behaviour (this will no 
doubt have a ripple effect with regard to  what is acceptable across all the playing nations)  The 2025 Rainbow Internationalattracted new competitors and 
visitors to our shores, which included US player Tom Balding, ranked in the top 4 world GC players.  Tom also a member of theUSA side which played in 
and won the 2025 Openshaw Shield.  By all accounts croquet in South Africa has put on a good show this season and we look forward to another super 
successful 2025/2026 playing season.  Anyhow, stay warm and dry and enjoy the off time, or more busy season if you are one ofouª fkz~´ki ê«µ^zz~µ«ë



J~ª® "zpªki +ª~©¯k® +z¯f r^« r^i ^ f¯«· pkµ {~|®r«ÒÒÒÒÎ 

Four tournaments have been contested. These are:
1. The Adam & Eve competition, a club tournament, took place in 
February. As the name implies, it was a battle of the sexes with the 
men winning the team competition and Ria Burger, a lady, being the 
individual winner.

2. The Stage Door, a tournament for Restricted Handicap players, 
took place in March between Port Alfred and St Andrews fron East 
London. Rob Taylor from Port Alfred brought the trophy home.

3.PABCC was invited to form part of the Sunshine Coast Easter 
Festival. Thanks to the sponsorship of the Royal Alfred Marina and 
Pick n Pay, Port Alfred, a fun Open Doubles competition was held and 
the winners were Trevor and Glynis Welbourne.

4. This years Port Alfred Croquet Classic took place from 4 - 10 May. 
The standard of croquet was scintillating and the tournament enjoyed 
by all.
A record field of 60 players from croquet clubs all over South Africa 
descended on Port Alfred to participate in the tournament. 
Participants played an average of 5 to 7 games per day from 8am to 
5pm, from Monday to Friday, culminating in the finals which took 
place on Saturday, 10 May.
The winners were:
* Level Singles: Trevor Welbourne (PA)
* Handicap Singles: Noeline Kirsten (PA)
* Level Doubles: Margot and Richard Prosser (Kelvin Grove)
* Handicap Doubles: Poppy and Kanaki Androliakos (Johannesburg 
Country Club)
* Restricted Singles: Rob Taylor (PA)
* Restricted Doubles: Pat Cronin and Les Weiss (Johannesburg 
Country Club)
* Restricted Handicap Singles: Barry Brown (East London)
* Restricted Handicap Doubles: Tim and Gail Stroebel (PA)
Tim Stroebel, a new player, received the most improved PA player 
award.
A new initiative by our club introducing Friday afternoon singles play 
is proving popular and producing results as both Singles events in the 
PA Classic were won by PA croquet players.

Johannesburg





Catching up with KGCCêê..It has been another busy season for Kelvin Grove croquet and amongst league matches and in 

house competitions five excited Kelvin Grove CC players travelled to the Eastern Cape Classic at Port Alfred which is a much-

loved annual tournament held each April.

Not only is Cyril Burrows our oldest player but also the oldest player at Port Alfred - he has to be admired for his enthusiasm 

and determination.

Lesley and John Burton played very well and reached 

the Open Doubles semi-finals against Richard and Margot Prosser 

who eventually won the event against Trevor and Glynis Welbourne.

Congratulations to the Somerset West Falcons on winning the Robinson Cup.

We love playing against the other clubs in the Western Cape and look forward 

to the new season.



DŀǳǘŜƴƎ DƻƭŘ ΧΧ¢ƘŜ DŀǳǘŜƴƎ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ DƻƭŦ 
Croquet Tournament, hosted at CCJ Auckland 
Park, was a huge success.Over 4 thrilling days, 
29 entrants battled it out across 109 games ς
and our CCJ players Alfred Makhubo, Victor 
Dladlaand new croquet ambassador Mike 
Corcoran delivered incredible results!

There was always time though for a glass of 
wine at the end of the day.

Open Singles Champion:Mike Corcoran
Open Doubles Champions:Alfred Makhubo& 
Victor Dladla
Handicap Singles Champion:RegsonMoyo
(Marks Park)
Handicap Doubles Champions:Sami & Jibreel
Bulbulia(Marks Park)
Most Improved Player:JibreelBulbulia(only 16 
years old)

A huge thank you to JayJayMcHardy and Trade 
Wind Wines for the wonderful prizes.



RONDEBOSCH WRITE-ÖÂвввЮ

In addition to corporate events, the summer season at RCC continued with 
ċНŰƨůĤĲƖНŸŉНƓƖŔƻċƣĲНőŔƖĲƚЯНŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊН Н~ċĬНcċƣƣĲƖќƚНÑĲċНÂċƖƣǃНŉŸƖНċНΡΜƣőН
birthday celebration.
Grace Smith, ably assisted by Paul Fanner and Ivan Christian, initiated a 
croquet nursery at the start of the year, specifically targeting members of 
the University of the Third Age. On three consecutive Tuesday mornings in 
January, 26 U3A members attended an introductory course, which 
resulted in 7 participants signing on as club members. Tuesday morning 
ĤĲŊŔŰŰĲƖќƚНƚĲƚƚŔŸŰƚНőċƻĲНĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬЯНƣŸНĤĲƣƣĲƖНŔŰƣĲŊƖċƣĲНŰĲƽНůĲůĤĲƖƚНŔŰƣŸН
the club. 

In May, 4 players from RCC travelled to Port Alfred to participate in the Port 
Alfred Classic. The players included Phil Collins, our very own 90 year-old 
(a classic himself!), who reached the semi-finals of the Restricted 
Doubles with his playing partner, Sharon Scudamore from Greyton.

Also in May, RCC invited members of the Constantia Probus Club for a fun 
afternoon on the lawns. Here is the enthusiastic response from Desiree 
ÉĲŊċũЯНÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣНŸŉН9ŸŰƚƣċŰƣŔċНÂƖŸĤƨƚН9ũƨĤЯНљÑőċŰťНǃŸƨН7ĲƖƣЯНfƻċŰНċŰĬНÂċƨũН
for such an incredible afternoon. Croquet did a lot for me this afternoon. It 
shifted my mental state to a different level. Also, to have spent time 
together with the group, fellow-shipping has really de-stressed me in many 
ways. I would love to learn more and might soon join the beginner classes. 
Ivan, Bert, Paul, thank you for inspiring me. I would love more of our 
ůĲůĤĲƖƚНƣŸНĦŸůĲНċŰĬНĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲНƽőċƣНfНĬŔĬНƣŸĬċǃњЮН
љfНĦċůĲНƣŸНÅ99НƻŔċНÖΟ НŔŰНsċŰƨċƖǃНƣőŔƚНǃĲċƖЮНfНĬĲũŔĤĲƖċƣĲĬНŉŸƖНċНƚőŸƖƣНƣŔůĲН
as I'm not a 'sporty' person then plucked up courage to come along to the 3 
Tuesday morning sessions.
I'm so glad I did.
I found a game that I really enjoy and to come along each Tuesday for 
coaching is more than helpful.
I join in with the Wednesday and Saturday social games and find the 
players are kind and helpful to the 'newbies'.
I hope my game continues to improve over time and see where my croquet 
experience takes me!! Thank you all at RCC.
ÅĲŊċƖĬƚНÉċŰĬƖċњ



I came to croquet through birdwatching.  A 

chance meeting last year in the Kirstenhof

wetlands with an Englishwoman strangely 

carrying a mallet rather than binoculars led to 

a friendship and her encouragement to me to 

take up croquet again ðnot having played much 

since my youth.  She introduced me to the 

Rondebosch Croquet Club and I have really 

enjoyed meeting you all and getting slowly back 

into the game - too slowly for my liking, so I am 

changing my sacrosanct Tuesday morning 

Pilates class to come on Tuesdays for more 

practice!

Heather Davies





Western Province Croquet Association AC Champs 
2025

Open Singles
Winner: Mike Town (UK);   Runner Up: David Wise 
(AUS)
Open Handicap Singles
Winner: Neil McHardy (RSA);  Runner Up: Allan 
Ware (RSA)
Open Handicap Singles (Plate)
Winner: Silvia Short (RSA);  Runner Up: Paul 
Swaffield(UK)
Restricted Singles (B&C)
Winner: Paul Swaffield(UK); Runner Up: Frances 
Coleman (UK) 
Veterans Handicap Singles
Winner: David Wise (AUS); Runner Up: Tony 
Whateley(UK) 
Open Handicap Doubles
Winners: Frances Coleman (UK) & Chris Roberts 
(UK)  Runners Up:  Mike Town (UK) and Silvia Short 
(RSA)

Western Province Croquet Association GC Champs 2025

Open Singles
Winner: Chris Roberts (UK);  Runner Up: Neil McHardy 
(RSA)

Open Doubles
Winners: Neil McHardy (RSA) & Imran Khan (RSA)
Runners Up:  Wayne & Jeannie Cotton (RSA)

Open Handicap Singles
Winner: Imran Khan (RSA);  Runner Up: Jill Newton (RSA)

Open Handicap Doubles
Winners: Chris Roberts (UK) & Frances Coleman (UK)
Runners Up: Mike Moore (RSA) & Peter Johnson (RSA)



Western Province Championships 2025





One thing is for sure - croquet is alive and well and living in Tasmania.

The GC World Teams 2025 was held in Launceston, Tasmania in February this year.The tournament was held at the Northern Tasmania Croquet Centre. In 
spite of the fact that this is a town of only a hundred thousand people, this club has eight courts and is part of a thrivingsports facility. And there are two 
other croquet clubs in this small town!

The Tasmanian welcome was legendary. The SA Team was invited for a warm up game against the Irish team at the East LauncestonCroquet Club, where the 
teams were treated like celebrities! Judith excelled herself by running the hoop with an amazing jump shot from the corner, ashot that has now been 
immortalised by that club as "The Judith". Winning against the Irish was a great warm up!

The event itself was incredibly well organised. The numbers show that there were about 40 actual players, but the support personnel numbered around 130. 
The logistics of this event are brutal. The groundspeople, the scorers, the manager, the social media manager, the live radio coverage, the catering, the coffee 
truck : all in place and having a wonderful time. The steady stream of supporters popping in to watch, and even staying all day,was testament to how much 
this community loves croquet.

The weather was glorious, but the mornings and evenings were quite icy, while the days were very hot. The team thought they knew about sunscreen, but it 
seems the ozone layer is particularly thin over Tasmania, and the glowing red noses at the end of day one persuaded all and sundry to lather the sunscreen 
on for the rest of the tournament.

As an observer of a few croquet world tournaments, I have come up with a theory. Obviously the goal is to win, but it is bestdone by playing the maximum 
amount of croquet. The Golden Hoop is indeed the Gold Standard. The adherence to this (possibly unconscious) plan, meant thatthe days were LONG! The 
shortest day was 10 hours, and there were multiple days where after 12 hours the exhausted players staggered home, to eat, wash whites and fall into bed. 
So I can confidently attest that the maximum amount of croquet was played.

The standard of play at this tournament was astonishing. It seems that many players had never been told that some shots are impossible. Many of these 
impossible shots were achieved with seeming ease. There were spectator gasps aplenty! The high level of play did result in some tension, keeping the 
tournament manager busy adjudicating disputes. Obviously the SA Team behaved with grace and played their hearts out. There were so many tense 
moments for the South Africans, as almost every game was so close ( Gold Standard, remember?) and every game so crucial. Their final result of 5th place 
was a testament to their stamina, skill and wonderful team vibe.



WCF 2025 Openshaw Shield,Tasmania



2025  ZAF RAINBOW INTERNATIONAL

Open doubles winners:

Tom Balding& SilviaShort

Open Singles winner Tom Balding




